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Dear Readers

 Happy new year to you all. I hope all of you  have celebrated the New year 2017 in good 

spirits with family and friends. Now that we're a few days into the new year, it's good to look ahead 

and think about what this year may bring us. But first, a quick look back. 

2016 was quite a year for all of us at FINER. We've been through many developments, 

we've also achieved a huge success in different sectors. We have made good progress, creating a 

roadmap for 2017.

FINER has organized several conclave, seminars  and workshop  in association with 

different Ministries of Central  Government and Department of State Government. A few were 

North East Skill Conclave, North East Sports conclave, Seminar on Plastic Industries of North East, 

Assam, Seminar on GST, Seminar  on Income Declaration Scheme, National Workshop on Lean 

Manufacturing, Interactive session with NEMP Forum and various stakeholders. FINER has 

organized meeting with Union Ministers, Minister from the state government, Senior officials from 

Central and State which has paved the way to create a positive atmosphere for the overall growth 

of the region.

 The MSME today occupies an important role in directing the development process for 

growth and prosperity of the north eastern region, however the sector has been facing a tough 

fight, not only against its own counterparts , but also from large and organised sector of the 

country . So, the speedy development of MSME is a fundamental prerequisite for the meaningful 

involvement of the NER in India?s Look East Policy and Globalisation process. All these will require 

huge investment; and, therefore it is imperative that adequate fund flow for public investment 

needs to be assured. It is urging the policy makers and planners to formulate a comprehensive 

strategy for the speedy development of the sector.

I'm very proud to be in the privileged position to lead FINER and in continuing the excellent 

work of past chairmen. Expanding on this and helping more organizations and professionals to 

benifit from it, is the challenge.

On behalf of my fellow board members and staff I wish you and your family Happy  and  

Prosperous New Year 2017.

Pabitra Buragohain

President 

FINER
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Press Meet of FINER held on 6th June,2016

FINER celebrated 

World Environment Day
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Veteran Group of Companies

H.M. Cement

Aroma India Pvt. Ltd.
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Assam Biotech Conclave - 2017

uwahati Biotech Park (GBP) in association 

with Federation of Industry & Commerce of GNorth Eastern Region (FINER), as an 

Industry Partner has organized the “ASSAM BIOTECH 

CONCLAVE 2017” on 5th & 6th January 2017 at Hotel Lily, 

Khanapara, Guwahati. It is envisaged that this conclave will 

offer the unique opportunity to understand the possibilities 

of industry oriented research and to start entrepreneurial 

venture in biotechnology and related areas in the north 

eastern region of India.   Shri. Sarbananda Sonowal, 

Honorable Chief Minister, Government of Assam is the Chief 

Guest, who has inaugurated the Conclave. Shri Keshab 

Mahanta, Honorable Minister, Science and Technology 

Department, Government of Assam, Shri. V K Pipersenia, 

IAS, Chief Secretary, Government of Assam, Dr. K.K. 

Dwivedi, IAS, Commissioner & Secretary, Science & 

Technology Department, Govt. of Assam, Shri Ram Muivah, 

IAS, Secretary, NEC, Government of India, Dr. Mohd. Aslam, 

Adviser, Department of Biotechnology, Govt. of India, Prof. 

Gautam Biswas, Director, IIT Guwahati, Shri Sushil Goenka, 

Managing Director, Emami Ltd, Shri. Raghavendra Hunasgi, 

Founder & CEO, ThoughtFolks Group are the Guests of 

Honour.

The occasion is graced by renowned scientists, 

entrepreneurs, veteran industrialists, incubation 

specialists, bureaucrats, delegates and dignitaries from all 

over India.

Guwahati Biotech Park is also organizing a contest 

entitled “Talent Search Contest on Innovative 

Biotechnology Entrepreneurial Ideas” The shortlisted 

participants will present their proposals and the best 

proposals will be awarded.  The main objective of the 

conclave is to bring together the policy makers, Industry 

professionals, Investment bankers, Angel Investors and 

academicians to deliberate the latest trends in this sector 

which will create business and partnering opportunities for 

its stakeholders and to showcase the facilities and 

opportunities offered by GBP.

This Conclave will revolve around 1) Technical 

Session, 2) Business  Session, 3) Session on Tea Research & 

Biotechnology 4) Session on Sericulture Biotechnology, 5) 

Session on Entrepreneurship Development, Innovation & 

Incubation 6) Award Ceremony of the Best Proposal on 

Talent Search Contest, 7) MoU Signing Ceremony with 

various organizations, 8) Unveiling of Draft State 

Biotechnology Policy for Assam and 9) Unveiling of Master 

Plan for Guwahati Biotech Park.  This two day event will 

have the closing ceremony on January 6, 2017, with Shri 

Keshab Mahanta, Hon’ble Minister, Science & Technology 

dept., Government of Assam as the Chief Guest. The entire 

two day conclave is thanks to the untiring efforts of Shri 

Vinod Seshan, IAS, DC, Kamrup (Rural) & CEO, Guwahati 

Biotech Park.

The Event is supported by department of 

Biotechnology, Government of India & department of 

Science & Technology, Government of Assam. The event has 

also been aided by North Eastern Council and Oil India Ltd.
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22ND ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
ON 13TH AUGUST, 2016 AT HOTEL LILY, GUWAHATI
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FINER PRESIDENT SHRI PABITRA BURAGOHAIN HONORED WITH 

MSME NATIONAL AWARD 2014-15
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FINER in association with the Department of Chemicals & Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals & Fertilizers, 

Government of India, has successfully organized the Seminar on Plastic Industries-Opportunities & Challenges, on 12th of 

September, 2016 at Hotel Lily, Khanapara, Guwahati, Assam.

The main objective of the Seminar was to disseminate appropriate information to the prospective investors and 

investment partners from the region regarding Government of India’s thrust area. The Seminar revolved around 

presentations and interactive panel discussions on the various aspects of the importance of ‘Plastic Industries” and its 

initiative and challenges and way forward, followed by a one-to-one interaction between Ministry officials, Industry 

captains and Participants from various States.

Shri Chandramohan Patowary, Hon’ble Minister, Industry & Commerce, Government of Assam was the chief guest of 

the program and Sri Arun Agarwal, Director, Department of Chemical & Petrochemical, Government of India was the Guest 

of Honnor.

Inaugural Session: The inaugural session started with the Lighting of Lamp by Shri Chandramohan Patowary, 

Hon’ble Minister, Shri Arun Agarwal, Shri Pabitra Buragohain, Chairman, FINER, Shri R.S. Joshi, Immediate past president, 

FINER and Smt. Indrani Chaudhury, Dy. Director General FINER. Welcome Speech was given by by Shri Pabitra Buragohain, 

and also Speech by Guest of Honor and Chief Guest.

The following technical sessions were addressed during the seminar – Session 1:“Scenario of Plastic Industry 

in North East and Employment Generation in the Industry” Addressed by – Smt. Mousumi Sen, Joint Director, 

Directorate of Employment & Craftsmen Training, Government of Assam, Sri O.P. Taylor, Director, Finance, BCPL and Shri 

H.K.Deka, Training Incharge & Quality Manager, CIPET

Session 2: “Understanding the dynamics of the change in Raw Materials used in Plastic Manufacturing” 

Addressed by – Shri Arun Agarwal, Director, Department of Chemical & Petrochemical, Government of India, Shri Prasanta 

Bora, Dy. Director, AIDC, Government of Assam and Prof Vimal Katiyar, dept. of Chemical Engineering, IIT.

Session 3: Cost Saving techniques of Plastic and Marketing opportunities & challenges in the Industry, 

Addressed By: Dr. Arup Kr. Misra, Director, ASTEC, Government of Assam, Shri Swapnanil Baruah, IAS (Retd), Former 

Commissioner, Industry & Commerce, Government of Assam, Shri Bivas Das, Manager, Reliance Polymer, Shri Pankaj 

Sharma, Director Rhino Industries and Shri Ranjit Karmakar, Director, Seven Sisters Ltd.

The seminar was a huge success with more than 100 participants from Central and State government, BCPL, CIPET, 

Reliance, Nilkamal, Plastic Manufacturing Industries & Associations, Entrepreneurs from Plastics & Petrochemicals 

Industries, Trade and Industry Association, NGOs, Community Organizations, Research & Development Institutes of 

Petrochemicals, University and Colleges and both Print & Electronic Media.
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Interactive meet with 
Dr K.K Dwivedi, IAS, Commissioner, Industries & Commerce, 

Government of Assam,  Guwahati

Federation of Industry and Commerce of North 

Eastern Region (FINER) conducted an interactive meet 

with Dr K.K Dwivedi, IAS, Commissioner, Industries & 

Commerce, Government of Assam, on 5th Sept, 2016 at 

Guwahati.

The programme started with the welcoming & 

Felicitation of the Dignitaries by Ms. Indrani Chaudhury, 

Dy. Director General FINER, followed by the presentation 

on FINER.

Mr. R.S Joshi, Chairman, FINER addressed the 

august gathering and lauded Dr K.K Dwivedi, for making 

the department more approachable and responsive for 

the Industries of the State. Shri Joshi , on behalf of 

FINER, also submitted a Memorandum to the 

Commissioner, on the different issues prevalent in the 

Industry and Commerce of the State and requested to 

take measures to address at the right earnest

Dr K.K Dwivedi, appreciated FINER for playing a 

vital role for the upliftment of Trade and Commerce in the 

State and the support rendered to the Department of 

Industries & Commerce all through in the matter. In 

addition to the issues regarding the suspension of the 

most focused policy of the Region - NEIIPP 2007, the 

issues related to the Land ,Power,Ease of doing Business, 

National Mission of Food Processing,Taxation was 

also discussed during the meeting. He welcomed inputs, 

suggestions and concern raised by the members present 

and mentioned that the department will try its level best 

to address all issues of the public including the ones 

mentioned in the Memorandum submitted and solve the 

concern faced by the Industries and that proper 

procedure would be executed so as to avoid confusion. 

Dr Dwivedi, also assured that the Department 

would take measures to implement proper mechanism to 

minimize the hurdle faced by the industries.He also 

mentioned that regular monthly meeting between 

Department of Industries & Commerce and FINER to be 

held to address the issues related to Trade & Commerce.

The senior official present from the Department, 

Smt Manjula Saikia, Additional Director and Shri Bipul 

Das, Additional Director, Industries & Commerce, 

Government of Assam, also mentioned that their doors 

were always open to the public and assured to extend full 

support to address the related issues.

An interactive session was also conducted 

between the distinguished guest and members of trade 

and commerce which turned out to be successful in the 

overall session. 
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FINER president had a meeting with the Dr. K. K. Jalan, IAS, Secretary,  MSME, and Shri Hasmukh Adhia, 

IAS, Revenue Secretary Government of India on the impact of GST on MSME at New Delhi.

A memorandum on GST for the MSMEs was also submitted to the Secretary,  MSME, and Revenue 

Secretary Government of India during a meeting .
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NER Dialogue –An Interactive Session between 
Union Ministers of NE, MP of NE and various stakeholders 

T
he North-East MP Forum in association with 

Federation of Industry & Commerce of North 

Eastern Region (FINER) organised the 1st 

NER Dialogue on the theme - “Impact Analysis of NER 

Industrialisation enabled through various Central 

Government Policies" on 15th Dec, 2016, at New Delhi.

The key objective of the NER Dialogue is to revisit 

the challenges & opportunities of North-east Region and 

place it before the eminent guests and participants and 

partner the decision makers to conceptualize effective 

policies to promote and attract investments in NE Region in 

both manufacturing & services sector. There is no doubt 

that the last 10 years has seen a large outcome on 

attracting investments to NE Region. Individual States need 

to partner the Central Ministries in marketing such policies 

to investors on the potential areas of investments as well as 

create a positive image amongst larger society in the State 

to motivate the investors to come and prosper in the NE 

Region. Based on the discussions a memorandum was 

formalised by NEMP Forum to be presented to Smt Nirmala 

Sitharaman, Hon'ble Minister of Industry and Commerce 

and with copies to CEO, NITI Aayog and  other relevant 

Departments and Ministers.   The Interactive Meeting was 

chaired by Shri Bhubaneswar Kalita, Hon’ble MP, 

Rajya Sabha & Chairman NEMPs Forum along with 

presence of other key designates of NEMPs Forum. Dr 

Jitendra Singh , Hon’ble Minister DoNER, Shri Rajen 

Gohain, Hon’ble, MOS Railways and Shri Kiren Rijiju, 

Hon’ble MOS Home Affairs were the Guest of Honour for the 

Interactive Meet.

Senior Officials from the Central and NE State 

Governments like Shri Naveen Verma, IAS, Secretary, 

DoNER and Shri Ram Muivah, IAS Secretary, NEC 

alongwith the Captains of Industries & Commerce of the 

North East Region also graced the occasion.

Two key presentations- one on the “Socio-Economic 

Background of NE Region- Rapid industrialization in NE to 

catch up with Country’s Rate of Urbanization & Per Capita 

Income ” and another on the “Impact of Industrial Policies 

in last 20 years on NE Region” was presented during the 

meeting by Renowned Economist – Dr. Amiya Sharma, 

Executive Director, Rastriya Gramin Vikas Nidhi and Shri 

Swapnanil Barua, IAS (Retd) Former Commissioner, 

Industries & Commerce, Govt. of Assam ,respectively.

The presentation of Dr Sharma emphasized on the 

availability of human capital, social capital and also 
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capital in NE region, which shall need outside-in 

interventions. The presence of entrepreneurship skills is not 

adequate in various States to build sustainable operating 

assets and it will take the investments from private sector 

outside the region into the North east. This is possible by 

attracting them to invest and overtaking the various socio-

economic and political, law and order issues existing in 

various parts of the region. Shri Baruah specially 

emphasized on the need of investments in the region for 

creating employment and skill development to reach the 

dreams of Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas, specially with data 

showing maximum presence of youth  in the age group 

population residing in NE region. He brought out the 

research performed on the amount of units that could 

possibly come to invest as a direct outcome of the central 

investment policies existing currently.

During the interactive session Shri Pabitra 

Buragohain, President, FINER, expressed the need for 

whole-some and unstinted partnering between the Hon'ble 

MPs of NEMP Forum, Ministry of DoNER and FINER to bring 

the needed social upliftment and value entrepreneurship as 

one of the strongest tools to increase employment 

opportunities and increase in per capita income.

Shri Naveen Verma, IAS, Secretary, DoNER, 

expressed that the domestic investors are plenty and NER 

need not worry about the FDI. The industrial growth needs 

of NE required more review and inputs were desired by 

FINER.

Dr Jitendra Singh, Hon’ble Minister DoNER, 

expressed the passion of current team in Ministry of DoNER 

and that they are working with passion thinking every 

moment about NE region. He suggested more participation 

between FINER and Ministry of DoNER to keep having 

engagements in necessary areas. He further stated that it 

was after 40 years a Prime Minister visited for NEC plenary 

Council meeting held recently in Shillong. He 

discussed need to promote homestays as a good means to 

earn money by towns and villages to promote low-cost 

tourism and as well as encouraging the entrepreneurship.

Shri Kiren Rijiju, Honble MOS Home Affairs, 

expressed that the current investment policies were useful 

to few States and there is a need to look at balanced growth 

of NE States through addressing the grassroot level issues 

of every State in a holistic manner while designing policies. 

He felt a saturation has come in NE and we need to take the 

next step forward. He emphasised that now the gap 

between rural and urban has reduced rapidly with mobile 

phones, satellite TV, roads available in all locations.

Shri Rajeev Agarwal, Vice President, FINER 

intervened thanking all participants to hear the Guests and 

expressed his confidence in FINER's role to leverage the 

existing social capital of NE region for the benefit of 

industries and that NER Dialogue has been designed to 

bring the aspirations of the stakeholders of NE region 

infront of the Key dignitaries from respective Ministries. The 

aspirations are now an outcome of the strong push by 

Hon'ble. Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi 

himself who is keen to connect North-east through the Act 

East Policy, which was highlighted by Dr. Jitendra Singh. Mr 

Rajeev emphasized, "that NE investment policies need to 

attract all types of industries in a graded approach and 

suitable precautions can be undertaken to have safe and 

environment friendly manufacturing and service sector 

operations in all parts of NE States". Amongst present were 

eminent intellectuals like Shri Sanjoy Hazarika, Managing 

Trustee, Centre for North East Studies,  who emphasised 

the need to recognize the big picture and understand the 

role of social entrepreneurs who are playing their role 

successfully in their respective States of Ne region and 

government need to build their capacity.
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ederation of Industry & Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER), in association with MSME- Development 

Institute, Guwahati is organizing a One day National Workshop on Lean Manufacturing under LMCP (Up-Fscale) Scheme on 12th Dec, 2016 at NEDFI Convention Centre, Guwahati. Shri Chandramohan Patowary, 

Hon'ble Minister, Industries & Commerce, Government of Assam, has consented to be the Chief Guest in this national 

event. Sri S. N Tripathy, IAS, Addl. Secretary & Development Commissioner (MSME), Government of India and Dr. K.K. 

Dwivedi, IAS, Commissioner, Industries & Commerce, Government of Assam, will grace the occasion as Guest of Honor.

The main objective of the workshop is to popularize the scheme for the formation of Lean Cluster as per the 

guideline of Lean Manufacturing Competitiveness Scheme (Up- Scale). The workshop will be enlighten on the procedure of 

implementation of the scheme, financial assistance from government and benefits which will be accrued to MSMEs from 

Lean Manufacturing Techniques. The workshop will also enhance the competitiveness of Micro, Small and Medium 

Enterprises through a numbers of techno-managerial interventions/Quality technology tools that help these enterprises to 

modernize and become competitive.

One day National Workshop on 

Lean Manufacturing under LMCP (Up-scale) Scheme 
on 12th Dec, 2016 at NEDFI Convention Centre, Guwahati.
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ederation of Industry & Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER), the most vibrant Industry Association of 

the North Eastern Region, welcomes and support the move of withdrawing the Legal tender status of Rs. 500 Fand Rs. 1000, by the Central Government, under the leadership of our Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra 

Modi. FINER hailing this demonetization move, cautioned that the necessary follow – up has to be done by the Centre so 

that there are no lapses in the exercise that aims to curb black money¸ corruption and counterfeit currency, and the 

benefits outstrip collateral damages which is bound to happen in a decision of this magnitude. Small time traders, mostly in 

the unorganized sector have been hit by the move, but this is a temporary phase. It is a bold step by the centre but the 

follow up has to be done.

The government has since it assumed office, has taken a number of steps to attack the menace of black money, 

starting almost immediately by setting up a Special Investigation Team (SIT), enacting a law governing undisclosed foreign 

income and assets, amending the  Double Taxation Avoidance Agreements with different countries, agreement with 

Switzerland for getting information on bank accounts held by Indians there, encouraging the use of non-cash and digital 

payments, amending the Benami Transactions Act and implementing the Income Declaration Scheme 2016. 

Demonetization is the latest and the furthest reaching step in the government’s direction. There are challenges that exist 

with its execution and that remains crucial.  The government has further steps in line which could include steps for curbing 

Benami property, and having audit trails with the implementation of GST, Real Estate sector etc. 

This move to withdraw high-denomination notes is expected to dent immediate consumption, especially of high-end 

goods, but will have a positive impact on growth and inflation in the long run. Sectors with a sizeable magnitude of cash 

transactions are expected to get adversely affected. The government must devise effective measures to reduce the 

problem being faced by the common man. Whenever a new system takes birth, it creates temporary inconvenience; 

however, subsequently it shall prove to be beneficial for the medium and long term for the country.

In the North Eastern Region, the stake holders in the construction, tea and micro-finance sectors are among the 

worst hit by the demonetization of Rs. 500 and Rs. 1000 notes. While this is a transition period and we expect thing to settle 

down once new currency circulates in the market, but sectors that are dependent on cash payment have to suffer. The 

micro-finance sector where a majority of the repayments are done in cash, mostly in denomination of Rs. 1000 and Rs. 500 

notes has been hit as well, but we see these as short term hiccoughs. On the whole we feel demonetization is a very good 

move. The thought and intent behind it is very good. This is not just the only thing that we are seeing, and we may expect 

more such measures in the future.

PRESS MEET
FINER HAILS DEMONETIZATION

17  November, 2016
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