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On 1st Feb,2017
Hotel Pragati Manor, G.S Road,Guwahati

UNION BUDGET 2017-18
LIVE viewing of the
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NORTH EAST FOOD PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR
GANGTOK, SIKKIM

M
inistry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India in association Federation of Industry and 

Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER), had organized the North East Food Processing and 

Technology Seminar in Gangtok, Sikkim, on 21st of January, 2017 at Hotel Delliso Abode, Gangtok, Sikkim.

The main objective of the Seminar was to disseminate appropriate information to the prospective investors and 

investment partners from the region regarding Government of India’s thrust area and to emphasize on New products and 

processes & and also R&D findings.

We are very happy to inform you that Shri P.T. Bhutia, Principal Director, Department of Horticulture, Government of 

Sikkim was the Chief Guest for the event and Shri T.D. Bhutia, Deputy Secretary, Commerce & Industry, Government of 

Sikkim had presided over as the Guest of Honor for the seminar. Shri Pabitra Buragohain, President, FINER, welcomed the 

guest and the dignitaries present for the seminar.

The Seminar revolved around presentations and interactive panel discussions on the various aspects of the 

importance of development of Food processing initiative and challenges. The main topics that were discussed during the 

seminar was Agricultural Marketing and its prospective in the context of North East Region and the role of different market 

committees viz APMC by Shri Jiwan Sharma, General Manager, SIMFED, Government of Sikkim. Smt. Sujata Jena, 

Associate Professor, College of Agricultural Engineering & Post Harvest Technology spoke about R & D findings, packaging 

and flavor of incredible Sikkim in Food Precessing. An inspiring success story is also being highlighted by a local 

entrepreneur, Shri Shishir Kharka, Jaivik, Sikkim. The seminar was followed by a one-to-one interaction between 

department officials, Industry captains and Participants from the State.

The Seminar ended with summing up of the session followed by Vote of Thanks by Smt. Indrani Chaudhury, Deputy 

Director General, FINER
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NORTH EAST FOOD PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR
MEGHALAYA, SHILLONG

M
inistry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India in association Federation of Industry and 

Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER), had organized the North East Food Processing and 

Technology Seminar in  Shillong, Meghalaya on 13th of February 2017 at State Central Library, Secretariat 

Hills, Shillong. 

The main objective of the Seminar was to disseminate appropriate information to the prospective investors and 

investment partners from the region regarding Government of India’s thrust area and to emphasize on New products and 

processes & and also R&D findings.

We are very happy to inform you that  Shri M. Iboyaima Meitei, Adviser (Horti), Agriculture and Allied Sector, North 

Eastern Council, Government of India was the Chief Guest for the event and Smt. B.M Shylla, Managing Director, 

Meghalaya Industrial Development Corporation ltd., Government of Meghalaya had presided over as the Guest of Honor 

for the seminar. Shri Samrat Deka, Member, Food Processing and Agriculture Committee, FINER, welcomed the guest and 

the dignitaries present for the seminar.

The Seminar revolved around presentations and interactive panel discussions on the various aspects of the 

importance of development of Food processing initiative and challenges. The main topics that were discussed during the 

seminar was Horticulture Scenario in Meghalaya and its prospects viz Food Processing by Smt. K. Lyndog, Deputy Director, 

Department of Horticulture, Government of Meghalaya. Shri Pynkynmawlang Rymmaai, Branch Manager, NEDFI, 

Shillong, spoke about Scope of Food Processing Industry in the State. An inspiring success story is also being highlighted 

by a local entrepreneur, Smt. Phikaralin Wanshong from M/s Kara's Food Preservation, Shillong. Smt. M.B. Roy, Director, 

Commerce & Industry, Government of Meghalaya has also graced the occasion. The seminar was followed by a one-to-one 

interaction between department officials, Industry captains and Participants from the State. 

The Seminar ended with summing up of the session followed by Vote of Thanks by Smt. Indrani Chaudhury, Deputy 

Director General, FINER.

FINER News & Views   Feb, 2017 06



NORTH EAST FOOD PROCESSING TECHNOLOGY SEMINAR
Agartala,Tripura 

28th January, 2017
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We are pleased to inform you that the Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Government of India in 

association Federation of Industry and Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER), had organized the North East 
thFood Processing and Technology Seminar in Agartala,  Tripura,  on 28  January 2017 at Hotel Sonar Tori. 

The main objective of the Seminar was to disseminate appropriate information to the prospective investors and 

investment partners from the region regarding Government of India's thrust area and to emphasize on New products and 

processes & and also R&D findings.

 Shri D.P.Sarkar,Director, Agriculture,Horticulture & soil Conservation,Govt.of Tripura was the Chief 

Guest 

The Seminar revolved around presentations 

and interactive panel discussions on the various 

aspects of the importance of development of Food 

processing initiative and challenges. The main topics 

that were discussed during the seminar was Processing 

and value add. of Fruit Crops and Vegetables Crops by 

Dr.Sukhen Ch.Das,Assistant Prof.(Horticulture)College 

of Agriculture. Dr.Ezekiel Reang, Assistant 

professor (Horticulture) College of Agriculture, 

spoke about the New emerging technologies in post 

harvest management and processing of Horticulture 

crops. An inspiring success story is also being 

highlighted by a local entrepreneur, Shri Bhabes 

Debnath,Annda Spice Industries. The seminar was 

followed by a one-to-one interaction between 

department officials, Industry captains and 

Participants from the State. 

for the seminar. Shri Amrit Deorah Member, Food Processing and Agriculture Committee, FINER, 

welcomed the guest and the dignitaries present for the seminar.
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ederation of Industry & Commerce of North Eastern Region (FINER) has organized the Workshop on Goods & 

Service Tax (GST) in association with Tax Bar Association, Guwahati and ICAI, Guwahati Branch, under FCommissioner of Taxes, Government of Assam on 10th 

January, 2017 at 3 pm in NEDFI Convention Centre, Guwahati. The 

Chief Guest of the program was Shri Bhagwan K. Ghadge Patil, Joint 

Commissioner, Economic Intelligence Unit, who has taken out his 

valuable time and came from Delhi  to grace the occasion.

The workshop revolved around the issues like overview of 

Registration process, provision and processes under GST, Migration of 

Existing Tax payers, Invoice upload and return filing. This issues were 

addressed by GSTN Experts who showed, how to organize and go 

about working in GST regime. There was also discussion on GSTR, and 

other return and overview of GST Payment Process. Shri Patil also gave 

a very informative presentation and showed live showcase of GST 

Portal.

Senior Officials from the Department of Taxes, Government of 

Assam along with the Captains of Industries & Commerce and 

Financial experts of the North East Region also graced the 

occasion.The workshop was a resounding success with people having 

to stand inside the hall due to lack of seats.

A very active interactive session on different issues related to 

taxes was also held during the meeting.

Overview and Live Showcase of

GST PORTAL



INTRODUCTION

KEY FEATURES OF UNION BUDGET 2017-18

CHALLENGES IN 2017-18
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TRANSFORMATIONAL REFORMS IN LAST YEAR

DEMONITISATION
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FARMERS

ROADMAP & PRIORITIES
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RURAL POPULATION
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YOUTH
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THE POOR AND THE UNDERPRIVILEGED
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INFRASTRUCTURE
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FINANCIAL SECTOR
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DIGITAL ECONOMY
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PRUDENT FISCAL MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC SERVICE
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MEASURES FOR STIMULATING GROWTH

PROMOTING AFFORDABLE HOUSING AND REAL ESTATE SECTOR
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PROMOTING DIGITAL ECONOMY

TRANSPARENCY IN ELECTORAL FUNDING
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PERSONAL INCOME-TAX

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS

FINER News & Views   Feb, 2017 24



RAPID (Revenue, Accountability, Probity, Information and Digitisation

GOODS AND SERVICES TAX
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v  A Rail safety fund with an amount of Rs 100,000 crore will be formed over a period of 5 years 

v  The service charge on rail tickets booked through IRCTC will be withdrawn. 

v  As many as 500 rail stations will be made differently abled-friendly by granting lifts and escalators. 

v  Steps will be taken to begin dedicated trains for pilgrimage and tourism

v  A new metro rail policy will be declared. This is predictable to open up new jobs for the youth. 

v  At least 25 train stations are likely to be awarded during 2017-18 

v  By 2019, all coaches of the Indian Railways will be fitted with bio-toilets

v  Railways will incorporate end to end transport solutions for selected commodities through partnerships

v  Unmanned railway level crossings to be removed by 2020

v  A 22% increase in the Railways Budget was announced.

Description Of Indian Rail Budget

Great fund is allocated to the Indian Railways according to the FM Arun Jaitley. Here is the description of highlights 

of FM Arun Jaitley’s Union Budget 2017:

Budget Allotment:

In the year 2017-18, the capital and development expenditure on railway is to be Rs 1,31,000 crore which 

Comprise Rs 55,000 crore offered by the Government.

RAILWAY BUDGET 2017-18

Highlights of the
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Passenger Safety:

For the safety of passengers, FM Arun Jaitley 

has projected a Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh with a 

security fund of Rs 1 lakh crore over the period of 5 

years (20,000 crore annualy). He said that 

comprehensible rules for safety will be drawn out. FM 

Jaitley also said that all unmanned railway crossings 

will be eliminated by 2020.

New Railway Lines:

In 2017-2018, the railway lines of 3,500 km 

will be commissioned. Railways have raise joint 

ventures with 9 state governments.

Redevelopments:

It is announced by the Finance Minister Arun 

Jaitley that at least 25 stations are to be awarded for 

station redevelopment and approximately 500 

stations will be made differently 

abled-friendly by providing lifts 

and escalators.

Solar Power:

FM Arun Jaitley planned to 

supply at least 7,000 stations with 

solar power in the middle term and 

said that a foundation has already 

been made in 300 stations. He also 

said that work will be continued for 

2000 stations as element of the 

government’s 1000 Megawatt 

solar assignment. He also said that 

by 2019, all rail coaches will have 

bio-toilets.

Grievances:

A coach mitra facility is 

proposed by the Finance Minister 

Arun Jaitley. This facility is a single 

window interface which can be 

availed to record all the complaints 

and grievances relevant to coach at 

one place.

Bookings and Tariff:

FM Jaitley said that e-

tickets booked through the IRCTC 

website will be free of service 

charges. This is an attempt to push 

digital transactions. He said that 

taxes will be fixed taking into 

account cost of other forms of 

transport. Keeping this in mind, 

fares can be expected to rise. He 

also declared that Railway 

associated state-run companies 

like IRCON and IRCTC to be listed 

on stock exchanges.

New Trains And Policies:

FM Arun Jaitley announced that steps will be 

taken to initiate pilgrimage trains. He also said that a 

new metro rail policy will be put in place. A new Metro 

Rail Act will be passed by rationalizing the accessible 

laws. This will assist greater private contribution and 

investment in construction and operation.

Additionally, Railways will apply end to end 

incorporated transport solutions for select merchandise 

through partnership with logistics players, who would 

offer both front and back end connectivity. Systematic 

stocks and practices will be adapted to transport 

consumable goods, especially agricultural products. As 

part of accounting transformations, accumulation based 

financial statements will be rolled out by March 2019.
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TAX PROPOSALS IN THE  SPEECH OF FINANCE MINISTER FOR 

ASSAM BUDGET 2017-18
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Assam Budget 2017-18

Following are the Highlights of Assam Budget 2017-18

1. Assam becomes the 1st state to ratify GST Bill. 

In a historic achievement, the state got compensation 

formula at fixed growth rate at 14% in GST Council.

2. In SVAYEM Yojana1 lakh youth to be given credit 

support – Re 1 lakh for new business, Re 2 lakh for existing 

enterprises.

3. Kanakalata Mahila Sabalikaran Yojana (KAMS)to 

promote 1 lakh women SHG, each to get support of Re 5 

lakh. Re 250 cr allocated in the 2017-2018 FY

4. Gene Bank for Indigenous Fish (GBIF) designed 

for conservation of 82 endangered variety including 

scientific directory of indigenous fishes

5. First instalment of arrears of 7th Assam Pay 

Commission will be released in AprilMay 2017 & balance 

arrears will be paid within fiscal year 17-18.

6. Reforms in Mid Day Meal: Eggs for all 42.61 lakh 

children in lower, upper primary schools at Re 130 cr/yr. 

All schools to get LPG connections.

7. Price Stabilisation Fund of Re 150 cr with Food & 

Civil Supplies dept to correct market failures, contain 

price rise. To expedite adoption of LPG under Ujwala by 

BPL families, we’ll provide fin assistance of Re 

1000/family in addition to existing incentives

8. Re 667 cr under Tejasvi Navadhitamastu 

EduInfra Funds (TNEIF) for infra devt of professional 

colleges & Univs over 34 yrs. Under TNEIF govt to start 8 

women colleges in minority dominated areas, 3 govt 

degree colleges, 20 BEd colleges,33 skill devt centers etc.
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9. Rs1200cr under City Infra Development 

Fund(CIDF) for pub infra projects in 6 large cities: 

Silchar, Tinsukia, Jorhat, Dibrugarh, Nagaon and Tezpur. 

CIDF focus on projects like riverfront, public parks, 

landmark roads, marriage halls, libraries and stadiums.

10. Housing loan will be given to all govt 

employees at interest rate of 5.05% without collateral 

security up to a limit of Rs 15 lakhs.

11. 3 imp entrypoint activities under 

CMSGUYsupply of tractors for farm mechanization, 

football field devt, est of knowledge centres.

12. Government to increase Muga silk production 

by 10 times by 2026 Mission Muga being launched; to 

benefit 16.43 weavers, 2.75 lakh rearers.

13. In a historic move, current government 

propose 100% interest subvention on agri loans by 

Assam farmers to encourage uptake of credit. Zero 

Interest Crop Loans is possibly first such transformative 

intervention to drive agri loan and uplift rural economy. 

Re 25 cr alloted in 2017-18

14. To reactivate over 8 lakh inactive KCCs we are 

providing 1time cash incentives of Re 3000 per inactive 

card for reactivation. Re 65 cr fund allocated.

15. Re. 100 cr to convert 1000 timber bridges into 

permanent RCC bridges. 48 ROB to be built with 50% 

state share.

16. The budget propose to pay Re 5000 to each of 

6.5 lakh tea garden workers who have opened bank 

accounts to strengthen financial inclusion. Re 287 cr 

allocated. For better health, nutrition of pregnant & 

temporary tea garden workers & bring down MMR and 

IMR, the government is introducing 1time payment of Re 

12k.

17. To help rope in Assamese diaspora in 

strengthening trade, business & culture, it propose to set 

up Pravasi Asomiya Dept.

18. Deen Dayal Divyang Sahajya Achani: Re 5k to 

be given to each 4.5 lakh Divyang in state for treatment. 

Re 250 cr allocated.

19. To address housing needs of poor & homeless, 

we propose to give Re 50k subsidy to each beneficiary, in 

addition to existing benefits. The govt has taken up steps 

for large scale construction of houses in urban areas 

under Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Housing For All.

20. To build quality intelligence network, enhance 

cyber security & forensics, we are working on a Cyber 

Dome project using cutting edge Tech

21. To ensure dignified life of 16k surrendered 

militants and encourage others, we shall take steps for 

skill devt & entrepreneurship for them.

22. Updating of National Register for Citizens 

(NRC) top priority of govt. Process of verification of 

documents, familytree progressing well.

23. To promote Majuli, government will be using 

‘O’Majuli’ as the trade mark of organic products and wish 

to establish it as world’s popular organic brand.

24. Under Rural Infrastructure Development Fund 

1000 ha of new Fish Ponds, 430 ha of village community 

tanks, 4 fish mkts to be constructed.

25. The Assam budget 2017 propose to set up a 

children hospital in Guwahati with most modern tech & 

infra facilities, and which shall be best in South East Asia. 

116 model hospitals approved to be set up across Assam 

– construction of 79 completed; 63 hospitals functional 

with OPD, delivery & lab.

26. In FY 2017-18, the govt shall launch 2 solar 

power projects: 69 MW at Amguri in Sibasagar, 20 MW at 

Chandrapur in Kamrup. To strengthen electricity supply 

we propose to put 24×7 dedicated feeder to Kamakhya, 

Kaziranga, Majuli, Tezpur, Sualkuchi and Manas.

27. To develop landmark public infrastructure 

projects in Guwahati, the budget propose to allot Re 200 

cr to be released over 3 years. Work on Guwahati Smart 

City has begun & I have allocated Re 400 cr for this 

project. Assam govt has received Re 189 cr as central 

share.

28. Re 32 cr allocated for 2 multilevel care parking 

at Panbazar & Ganeshguri during Fy2017-18 to resolve 

issue of lack of public vehicle parking spaces.

29. To boost employment & opportunities, the 

govt shall establish a highend Handloom Production 

Centre in 2017-18. Also, the govt proposes a Skill City in 

Assam, which will have specialised skills school. 1st such 

school to be set up this year. MoU with ITE Singapore.

30. ISBTs at Khanpara, Tezpur, Kokrajhar also 

proposed along with modernization of existing vehicles.

31. To attract investments, the government will 

hold a mega business summit called Vivacious in 

OctNov2017. Wish this becomes comparable to Gujarat 

Summit.

32. To inculcate scientific temperament, 6 new 

planetariums to be set up at Majuli, Kaliabor, Amingaon, 

Bongaigaon, Diphu & Silchar.

33. In a joint venture with Indian Railways the 

current Assam government propose to start Ropeway 

from Kamakhya Railway station to Kamakhya Temple. Re 

15 cr allocated.

34. In an effort to encourage girl students, the 

state government propose to provide 2wheelers to top 

1000 girl students who pass HS Exam in 2017, in next FY.

35. Rural homestay scheme Amor Alohi will boost 

tourism and create new entrepreneurs in rural areas of 

Assam.

36. It also propose to develop a park around the 

memorial of Khagen Mahanta, doyen of Assamese music 

and a cultural icon.
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